CITY OF UNION GAP REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – May 24, 2010 - CONT.

UNION GAP CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

Council Chambers, City Hall

Union Gap, Washington

May 24, 2010
	Call to Order
	Mayor Pro Tem Wentz called the Regular Meeting of the Union Gap City Council to order at 7:01 p.m.



	Council Members

Present

	Council Members David Butler, Dan Olson, Dan Vanover, Dave Matson, and James Murr were present.



	Staff Present

Audience Present
	Robert Noe, City Attorney, Dennis Henne, Public Works Director; Bill Steele, Fire Chief; Robert Almeida, Police Chief; and Kathryn Thompson, City Clerk were present.

Michael & Joshua Murr, Debbie Matson, Ray Kempf, John Hodkinson, Julie Schilling, Fred Thomson, Joe & Linda Jackson, Jack & Lodia Galloway, Wendy Mifflin, Jo Collier, Erin Snelgrove, Mike Brown, Andrea Vasquez, Brittani Creach, and others were present.



	Excuse Council Member Lenz

Excuse Mayor Lemon

Pledge of Allegiance

Consent Agenda

Ordinance No. 2675 – Amending Municipal Code – Signs 
Resolution No. 876 – 2010 Yakima County Solid and Moderate Risk Waste Management Plan
Resolution No. 877 – Agree. with Safe Built WA, Inc. for Building Depart. Services 
Authorization to Advertise for Bids – Union Gap School Crossing Project

Discussion of Revenues/Expenditures

Discussion of Utility Rates
Discussion of Fire Department Organizational Study

Items from the Audience

Develop Agenda for June 14, 2010 Council Meeting

Departmental Reports
Communications/
Questions/Comments

Adjournment 
	Motion by Council Member Vanover, seconded by Council Member Olson to excuse Council Member Lenz from tonight’s meeting. Motion carried unanimously; Council Member Lenz absent.

Motion by Council Member Olson, seconded by Council Member Murr to excuse Mayor Lemon from tonight’s meeting. Motion carried unanimously; Council Member Lenz absent.

The Public Works Director led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion by Council Member Butler, seconded by Council Member Vanover to approve the consent agenda, as follows:

Approve the Study Session Meeting Minutes, dated May 10, 2010, as sent out on page 5064 of the Minute Book.

Approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes, dated May 10, 2010, as sent out on pages 5065 through 5072 of the Minute Book.

Approve Claim Voucher Nos. 77168 through 77260, in the amount of $187,056.45 dated May 24, 2010 and transfer from the operating funds to the Claims Fund.

Approve Petty Cash Check Nos. 1586 through 1589, issued and paid in the month of April, 2010, in the amount of $285.00. 

Approve Municipal Court Check Nos. 3295 through 3305, issued and paid in the month of April, 2010, in the amount of $49,606.72.  

Approve Advanced Travel Check Nos. 1085 through 1088, issued and paid in the month of April, 2010, in the amount of $353.00.  Check No. 1085 was voided.
Approve Treasurer’s Check No. 10214, issued and paid in the month of April, 2010, in the amount of $606.77.  

Adopt and publish Ordinance No. 2677, An Ordinance amending the 2010 Budget to reflect the receipt of $2,186 from the Department of Health and authorizing expenditures of said fund from the Current Expense Fund (001) for the Prehospital Grant.

Set public hearing for the six-year transportation improvement program for June 28, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Motion carried unanimously; Council Member Lenz absent.
Council Member Matson stated a truck club he belongs to held an event at Fullbright Park that was good, but it could have been better and he wondered if a community events sign would be allowed under this ordinance.
Council Member Olson stated there is a different section of the Municipal Code for community events.

Mayor Pro Tem Wentz stated this ordinance is specific to businesses.

Motion by Council Member Olson, seconded by Council Member Murr to adopt and publish Ordinance No. 2675, An Ordinance amending Chapter 17.08, Signs, of the Union Gap Municipal Code by amending existing sections and adding new sections and deleting a portion of section 17.04.030.  
John Hodkinson questioned if the City is trying to redo business signs.

Mayor Pro Tem Wentz stated this ordinance applies to billboards.

Mr. Hodkinson stated billboards are usually about 20’x 30’ and questioned if the attorney checked with Yakima City and Yakima County for a definition.

The City Attorney stated he took the definition of multiple-building complex and multiple-tenant building signs from Yakima County’s ordinance.  This ordinance is to prohibit billboards.
Mr. Hodkinson stated he is concerned about the sign plans for the new Winco.

The City Attorney informed if Winco has an easement they will be fine.  He informed the sign dimensions in this ordinance are consistent with our current sign code.
Mr. Hodkinson asked about businesses such as Canopy Country who have three large signs.

The City Attorney informed their signs would be grandfathered.

Mr. Hodkinson questioned what if another person purchases the business.

The City Attorney questioned if the signs are on easements.

Council Member Olson commented on-site signs do not come under this ordinance.

The City Attorney stated our sign code is specific on dimensions of signs and the multi-tenant provision allows a sign every 400 feet of frontage. 

Mr. Hodkinson informed the Winco sign could end up with six businesses on it.
The City Attorney informed the City is not changing the current sign ordinance; this ordinance prohibits off-premise signs.

Mr. Hodkinson stated he agrees with the intent of the ordinance, but questioned why it does not simply prohibit billboards and commented existing billboards are on easements and are leased for many years.

The City Attorney stated an argument can be made that existing billboards are right to use rather than true easements.  An easement has to be appurtenant to the property and benefit the property. 

After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Wentz called for a vote on the motion by Council Member Olson, seconded by Council Member Murr to adopt and publish Ordinance No. 2675, An Ordinance amending Chapter 17.08, Signs, of the Union Gap Municipal Code by amending existing sections and adding new sections and deleting a portion of section 17.04.030.  Motion carried unanimously; Council Member Lenz absent.  

Council Member Olson commented this ordinance can be amended later if the Council finds that issues are arising.
Motion by Council Member Vanover, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Wentz to adopt Resolution No. 876, A Resolution adopting the 2010 Yakima County Solid and Moderate Risk Waste Management Plan.  
Council Member Olson stated the plan is stamped draft and he does not want to pass a draft.

The Public Works Director informed the plan distributed is the actual plan all of the cities in the County have passed.  He then introduced Wendy Mifflin, Yakima County Solid Waste Manager.

Council Member Olson stated the plan lacks a glossary and index, alternative H on page 4-15 is not well defined, the plan mentions appendix 1 and SWAC bylaws but these are not included.  He stated this plan is not complete.  He also stated it lists Union Gap’s 2010 population as 6,045 which is incorrect and he does not want to be billed on an incorrect population.
Mayor Pro Tem Wentz commented the 2010 census figures are not yet available and this population was a projection.

Mayor Pro Tem Wentz then called for a vote on the motion by Council Member Vanover, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Wentz to adopt Resolution No. 876, A Resolution adopting the 2010 Yakima County Solid and Moderate Risk Waste Management Plan.  Motion carried:  Council Members Butler, Vanover, Wentz, Matson, and Murr voting in favor; Council Member Olson voting no; Council Member Lenz absent.

Council Member Olson stated he is opposed because this plan is not complete.
Mayor Pro Tem Wentz announced Resolution No. 877 has been removed from the agenda.

Motion by Council Member Vanover, seconded by Council Member Olson to authorize staff to advertise for bids for the Union Gap School Crossing Improvement Project.  Motion carried unanimously; Council Member Lenz.
Council Member Vanover thanked the City Treasurer for putting together exactly what he asked for and requested this item be postponed until next Council meeting.
Council Member Olson informed historically the Council and State Auditors have looked at fund balances instead of making sure the City has 125 percent of expenditures in our revenues.  He stated he is the last one to agree with raising taxes and utility rates, but our bond rating has to be considered, and our water/sewer fund is not keeping up.  He stated if the City does not have a good bond rating, we will be in trouble.  He also informed he would still like to have the City’s bond counsel come and talk with the Council.  He stated Selah raised rates 30 percent and Wapato raised rates 37 percent in one year.  He informed he does not want to do that, but would like to increase our rates 3 to 4 percent a year because the City is losing that in salaries every year anyway.  He stated the City is constantly going down in the ending balances and we have to be financially healthy to be able to get bonds.  He suggested having an item on the next Council agenda to vote for a rate increase, and commented the last increase was in 2007 and the Council was told then that the increase would not be enough.
Council Member Wentz commented he suggested raising the rates 2 to 3 percent back in 2007, but the Council, including Council Member Olson, did not want to do that.

Council Member Olson stated there have been discussions since then that we need to raise the rates 3 to 4 percent every year until we get a handle on how much of an increase will be necessary.
Council Member Matson questioned if the Council could approve a 2 percent increase for five years with a sunset so it would be revisited every five years.

Mayor Pro Tem Wentz suggested the Public Works Committee discuss this issue and bring a recommendation to the Council.
The Public Works Director informed he talked with financial consultant Monte Scacco who stated the City needs to put money back into the 404 fund and stabilize utility rates because we have been bouncing water/sewer debt services around from fund to fund at a cost of about $300,000 a year.  He also informed the Water/Sewer Comp Plan needs to be updated and that will give us updated figures to use.  He recommended the Council look at an increase of 2 to 4 percent because we know more will be needed later.
Council Member Olson commented the Council owes it to the City to look into this study.
Motion by Council Member Olson, seconded by Council Member Vanover to instruct staff to prepare an ordinance amending the budget allowing $4,000 from the Fire Truck Reserve Fund to be spent for the Fire Department Organizational Study.  Motion carried unanimously; Council Member Lenz absent.

Council Member Butler suggested the Public Safety Committee meet to discuss this study.

Signs, Utility Rates, Police Enforcement, Code Enforcement.  Jack Galloway stated he is bewildered by the discussion related to the sign ordinance; it is simple if you don’t want billboards pass the ordinance.  On utility rate hikes, Mr. Galloway stated they are probably necessary.  He then thanked Chief Almeida for the noisy car sounds diminishing in his neighborhood.  He questioned code enforcement in the City stating he feels there isn’t any code enforcement.
Mayor Pro Tem Wentz informed Code Enforcement and Planning are in flux right now and requested the public bear with the City on these issues.

Code Enforcement.  Ray Kempf added he is glad to hear code enforcement will again be addressed.
Landscaping.  Fred Thomson informed he works at the new Wal-Mart in West Valley and they have had many parking lot fires from bark mulch.  He suggested Union Gap require new businesses to use less flammable materials.

Community Events Sign.  Council Member Matson requested discussion of a community events sign be added to the agenda.
Council Member Butler commented he thought we already had a community events sign.

The Public Works Director informed the City used to have a community events sign.  Now we have a sign bridge on the south end of town and banner polls on Valley Mall Boulevard.  However, a boom truck is needed to utilize the sign bridge and the banner polls are unstable in the wind.  He suggested the Public Works Committee discuss possibly adding a community events sign to the wagon that will be utilized in the roundabout at Rudkin Road.

Washington State Drinking Water Revolving Fund.  Council Member Olson requested discussion of this ½ million dollar grant, 50 percent of which is a l percent loan, be added to the next agenda.  He informed he does not agree with the rate payers paying for this, but if the sales tax percentage is put back into the infrastructure fund next year there will be enough money.  He suggested the Council authorize staff to apply for this grant because the City needs $2.7 million to put water in the South Broadway area; we have a $1 million grant, but we need more money.  He stated this is a health and welfare concern and something needs to be done in that area soon.
Mayor Pro Tem Wentz informed the following reports are in the packet and questioned if the Council has any questions of the departments:  Police Department Status Report – April 2010; Fire Department Status Report – April 2010; New Businesses Report – April/May 2010; and Tax Revenue Report – April 2010.

Outdoor Music Festival.  Council Member Olson stated he has an information item for everyone to hear regarding Union Gap Municipal Code Chapter 4.40, Outdoor Music Festivals.

Mayor Pro Tem Wentz informed he is aware of this issue and understands it is being addressed with the City Attorney.  He suggested not discussing this issue at this meeting so that no one who has been working hard on the event is embarrassed or upset by the comments.
Council Member Olson stated he does not want to upset anyone, but there are discrepancies in our Municipal Codes that need to be addressed.  He stated Chapter 4.40 requires the application for a festival to be turned in 90 days prior to the activity and it costs $2,500 unless the City waives the fee.  He stated there are numerous requirements to meet such as written confirmation from the local health office, commissioned officers present at the event, liability insurance, etc.
Mayor Pro Tem Wentz requested Council Member Olson inform the audience of what event he is discussing.

Council Member Olson also stated the paperwork needs to be sent to Washington Cities Insurance Authority (WCIA) so they are aware of the event and the code says you cannot be within 1000 yards of a school or residence unless waivers are signed.

The City Attorney informed the stipulations Council Member Olson is referring to only apply if there will be more than 500 people.  The committee is selling 200 tickets plus there may be another 100 people present, so this does not apply. He also informed WCIA has already been contacted.

Mayor Pro Tem Wentz informed the audience that this discussion relates to the Gary Puckett concert and Old Town Days in June.

Council Member Olson stated there is a conflict between Chapter 4 and Chapter 10 of the code also.  He also informed the code prohibits alcohol in the parks and that is being broken now because there are a lot of events with alcohol in the parks.  He suggested Chapters 4, 8, and 10 of the code be cleaned up.
Andrea Vasquez stated for years she has listened to the City Council talk about our codes being all screwed up and the Council are the only ones who can straighten the codes out.  She stated she is glad Council Member Olson brought this up because they need answers regarding the conflicting codes for Old Town Days.

Mayor Pro Tem Wentz stated if codes are found to be inconsistent, the procedure is to work with the City Attorney to address modifying the ordinances for presentation to the City Council.

Mike Brown, speaking for the Special Events Committee, stated they are not offended by this discussion, the ordinances need to be cleared up even if the conflicts came about because of this event.

At 8:12 p.m., Mayor Lemon adjourned the Regular Council meeting.



	
	



These minutes dated May 24, 2010 were approved at the Regular Council Meeting of June 14, 2010.
  






________________________________________







Jim Lemon, Mayor

ATTEST:
___________________________________
Kathryn Thompson, CMC, City Clerk

