CITY OF UNION GAP REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – June 14, 2010 - CONT.

UNION GAP CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

Council Chambers, City Hall

Union Gap, Washington

June 14, 2010
	Call to Order
	Mayor Lemon called the Regular Meeting of the Union Gap City Council to order at 7:00 p.m.



	Council Members

Present

	Council Members David Butler, Dan Olson, Dan Vanover, Roger Wentz, Dave Matson, James Murr and Chad Lenz were present.



	Staff Present

Audience Present
	Robert Noe, City Attorney; Dennis Henne, Public Works Director; Bill Steele, Fire Chief; Robert Almeida, Police Chief; Dave Spurlock, Development Coordinator; and Kathryn Thompson, City Clerk were present.

Debbie Matson, Stephanie & Michael Murr, Jo Collier, Jack & Lodia Galloway, John Hodkinson, Fred Thomson, Kip Kendrick, Robert Northcott, Saul Martin, Tim Whitehurst, and others were present.



	Pledge of Allegiance

Special Award Presentation

Consent Agenda

Resolution No. 878 – Collective Bargaining Agreement with Teamsters Police Non-Uniformed Employees
Confirm Appointment of Robert Northcott to Municipal Court Judge
Ordinance No. 2682 – Amending Municipal Code – Fire Code

Resolution No. 879 – Amendment to Memorandum of Understanding for Temporary Firefighter Program
Valley Mall Blvd. IV, Change Order No. 1
Consultant Agreement with Huibregtse Louman Associates for Alley Improvements
Discussion of Revenues/Expenditures
Items from the Audience

Develop Agenda for June 28, 2010 Council Meeting

Departmental Reports
Communications/

Questions/Comments

Adjournment 
	Mayor Lemon led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Lemon presented a certificate to the Fire Chief for Brian Line, Fire Captain, for 20 years of service to the City.

Council Member Matson requested Resolution No. 878 be removed from the consent agenda.

Motion by Council Member Vanover, seconded by Council Member Wentz to approve the consent agenda, as amended, as follows:

Approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes, dated May 24, 2010, as sent out on pages 5073 through 5078 of the Minute Book.

Approve Claim Voucher Nos. 77261 through 77295, in the amount of $259,862.57 dated May 27, 2010 and transfer from the operating funds to the Claims Fund.

Approve Payroll Voucher Nos. 33477 through 33543, in the amount of $138,390.73 dated May 27, 2010 and transfer from the operating funds to the Payroll Fund.  
Approve Claim Voucher Nos. 77296 through 77432, in the amount of $213,913.45 dated June 14, 2010 and transfer from the operating funds to the Claims Fund.

Adopt and publish Ordinance No. 2680, An Ordinance amending the 2010 Budget authorizing an interfund loan of $4000.00 from the Fire Truck Reserve Fund (113) to the Current Expense Fund (001).

Adopt and publish Ordinance No. 2681, An Ordinance amending the 2010 Budget to transfer up to $82,500 from the Current Expense – Court (001.512) to Current Expense – Executive (001.513) for the Public Defender Costs.
Motion carried unanimously. 

Council Member Matson questioned why the contract refers to the Police Chief and the Administrative Assistant since they are non-union.
The City Attorney explained the recognition provision of the contract excludes those positions because they are non-union.

Mayor Lemon commented this just keeps the contract consistent with previous contracts.  He also asked the Council if they had any questions regarding the contract and stated there is very little difference over the previous contract.  The main difference is the longevity schedule being changed to match the clerks in City Hall.

Motion by Council Member Vanover, seconded by Council Member Wentz to adopt Resolution No. 878, A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign the 2010 Collective Bargained Agreement with Teamsters Local No. 760 Representing Non-Uniformed Employees in the Police Department.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Council Member Wentz, seconded by Council Member Vanover to confirm the appointment of Robert Northcott to Municipal Court Judge for the term January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2014.  

Bob Northcott stated he was born and raised in Naches Heights, worked 35 years as a lawyer, 50 years in public service, and is now retired.  During his career, he spent 22 years at the County Prosecutor’s office plus an additional 3 years on contract with Yakima County.  He stated he does maintain an office away from home on a part-time basis.

Mayor Lemon called for a vote on the motion by Council Member Wentz, seconded by Council Member Vanover to confirm the appointment of Robert Northcott to Municipal Court Judge for the term January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2014.  Motion carried:  Council Members Olson, Vanover,  Wentz, Matson, Murr and Lenz voting in favor; Council Member Butler voting no.
The Fire Chief informed this is the 2009 version of the International Fire Code.  The City is currently using the 2006 version, but these are updated on a three year cycle and the 2009 version becomes state law July 1, 2010.  He informed there is very little change to the code and there are no additional requirements for businesses.  He stated he deleted the section that put additional burdens on developers for fire hydrants.  
Council Member Wentz questioned if the fees on page 9 have been changed, and if the fees are covering our expenses.
The Fire Chief informed he did not increase the fees; fee increases are up to the Council.  He stated with the exception of large complex building projects with sprinkler systems, the fees are adequate, but there is an additional provision in the ordinance allowing us to charge other fees for the complex projects.

Motion by Council Member Wentz, seconded by Council Member Olson to adopt and publish Ordinance No. 2682, An Ordinance amending Title 13 of the Union Gap Municipal Code relating to fire codes; adopting the 2009 International Fire Code as required by state law; adopting local option amendments; and revising fee schedules.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Council Member Vanover, seconded by Council Member Olson to adopt Resolution No. 879, A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign an extension to a Memorandum of Understanding with the IAFF Local 3680 regarding Temporary Firefighters.  Motion carried unanimously. 
The Public Works Director stated we are in the early phases of this project, but in the rush to meet Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) advertising requirements a few things were left out of the contract plans as advertised by WSDOT.  He informed there is funding in the package to cover this change order and it needs to be included in the contract.
Mayor Lemon questioned if there will be any more change orders.

The Public Works Director stated yes there will be, but the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) has agreed to cover 42 percent also.

Mayor Lemon informed any change orders have to be paid by grants, etc. because there are no infrastructure funds to pay for these items.

Council Member Butler questioned what work is being done on Main Street.

The Public Works Director informed new storm drain systems are being installed.

Motion by Council Member Vanover, seconded by Council Member Wentz to authorize the Mayor to accept and sign Change Order No. 1 relating to the Valley Mall Boulevard Phase IV Project Group No. 3.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Mayor Lemon informed he does not want last minute change orders presented, the Council needs to be aware of the change orders ahead of time.

Motion by Council Member Butler, seconded by Council Member Wentz to authorize the Mayor to sign the attached Consultant Agreement with Huibregtse, Louman Associates, Inc. for the Alleys Improvements (CMAQ) Project.  

The Public Works Director informed this application was made and received about one and a half years ago and the match money was budgeted in the 124 fund.
Mayor Lemon questioned if the City Treasurer has verified the money is still in the budget.

The Public Works Director stated he knows the money is still in the budget.

Council Member Butler questioned when this project would be done.

The Public Works Director stated they will complete the project this fall if possible.

Ahtanum School Crossing.  Mayor Lemon questioned the status of the Ahtanum School Crossing project.
The Public Works Director stated bids will be opened Wednesday and the project is scheduled to begin mid July.

Mayor Lemon then called for a vote on the motion by Council Member Butler, seconded by Council Member Wentz to authorize the Mayor to sign the attached Consultant Agreement with Huibregtse, Louman Associates, Inc. for the Alleys Improvements (CMAQ) Project.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Council Member Vanover stated there is not a lot to discuss; he has been reviewing the numbers, but this information is very complex to review.  He stated he mainly wanted to see how we were doing on this year’s budget, and it is looking good overall because we have been sticking to the budget.
Mayor Lemon informed he asked the City Treasurer to try to separate the revenues in the future so the general fund, hotel/motel, and transit tax are broken down.  He also commented he hopes the closure of the Valley Mall exit does not affect our sales tax revenue much.

Council Member Wentz commented we are showing a 3 percent decrease in sales tax revenue right now.

Council Member Vanover questioned if the Council should start working on next year’s budget now.
Council Member Wentz commented the City may need to cut back soon.

Mayor Lemon stated there is really no way to project the last two quarters of the year; he and the City Treasurer have reviewed previous years month to month and you really can’t predict the last two quarters of the year.  He stated with the extended recession and the closure of exit 36 we may see more of a drop in sales tax revenue, but until we receive the 3rd quarter figures we can’t make projections.  He also stated if cuts have to be made, we can’t cut anymore from City Hall.
Council Member Vanover commented the City may have to curtail any further infrastructure until the economy turns around.
Mayor Lemon stated that is a good point because the City might not be able to put the sales tax revenue back into the infrastructure fund next year as planned.  He also stated if the City falls 10 percent short it will take all of the reserve funds.

Council Member Wentz questioned if the Council would be willing to have a Saturday budget workshop.

Council Member Olson stated we need to keep on top of the Police Department budget and make sure they are not overspending.
Council Member Wentz suggested all the department heads look at their budgets and find money they do not have to spend.

Mayor Lemon stated he and City Treasurer already sent a memo out to department heads to try to cut their spending by about 5 percent this year.

Council Member Matson stated employees with ideas to save money should be recognized as well.
After discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to schedule a Saturday budget workshop.

Mayor Lemon requested all the Council members write down their ideas and contact the Executive Assistant prior to Thursday at 6:00 p.m. to let her know what Saturdays will work for them so she can schedule the workshop.

Appointment of Judge.  Kip Kendrick stated it may be moot at this point, but he and the Mayor have disagreed over the last couple of years.  He stated it started with the hiring of a Deputy Court Clerk, and then there was talk of closing the court.  When he was able to hire a qualified staff, the Council wanted to see an increase in revenue and from 2008 to 2009 the revenue increased almost 3 times. Next there was litigation concerning bumping that same clerk and now the Mayor wants a new judge appointed.  Mr. Kendrick requested the Council consider if the Mayor’s reasons are legitimate and lawful or retaliatory.  He stated the Mayor gives reasons of flexibility and the use of pro-tem judges, but this was just brought to his attention, and questioned why this was not brought up before.  He stated the Mayor recently talked about wanting court on Tuesday, but the Prosecutor and Public Defender are not available on Tuesday and jail costs will increase because of weekend arrests.  He stated when he was appointed court was approximately 1 ½ days and now it is roughly 2 ½ long days a week and with the new Public Defender jury trials are scheduled all the time.  He stated if pro-tem judges are an issue, he offered to pay the pro-tems out of his salary.  He reminded the Council when he was called upon to make money he did and questioned if the Mayor’s reasons are legitimate and lawful or retaliatory.
Mayor Lemon stated the issue of bumping the court clerk was union driven, and he agreed with Mr. Kendrick in Superior Court that he had the decision making authority over court personnel.  Mayor Lemon asked the City Attorney if that is correct.
The City Attorney stated that is correct.

Mayor Lemon also stated as Mayor he is expected to carry out the labor contracts signed by the previous Mayor and according to the contract the person on probation should have been let go and that was the Deputy Court Clerk.
Fire Department Reorganization.  Sahl Martin, Secretary/Treasurer of Union Local 3680, spoke regarding the organizational study for consolidation with West Valley.  He stated the union acknowledges the economy, the budget constraints, and the fact that salaries and wages will continue to increase.  He stated nationwide there are less volunteers and we have less volunteers also.
Mayor Lemon questioned if the union supports reorganization.

Mr. Martin stated they support it, but they are hopeful the Council will have a full discussion when the results come back.  He stated there are a lot of issues to consider such as staffing levels, survey rating bureau numbers, etc.

Mayor Lemon stated he is sure the Council will look at the study very closely and any reorganization would have to be placed on the ballot for the voters to approve.

Mr. Martin stated they have a staffing problem in the fire department because when they call volunteers back for a fire only a handful come back.  He stated when he started with the department there were four career staff on duty all the time and now there are only three.  State law does not allow two firefighters to respond to a fire call with someone in the building. 

Mayor Lemon commented it should not matter if there are two or three firefighters because we have mutual aid and Yakima responds; and it is the Mayor’s understanding that a burning building cannot be entered until a backup fire truck has arrived anyway.

Mr. Martin stated state law requires three firefighters to attempt a rescue in a burning structure.

Mayor Lemon stated most of our calls are medical calls.

Mr. Martin stated that is correct and most of our calls could be handled by two firefighters, but there are instances when more are needed.  He then recalled a search incident last year when four firefighters were necessary. 
Mayor Lemon questioned why the State Patrol or other police agencies would not respond to such an incident.

Mr. Martin stated every agency is under budget constraints and sometimes other agencies are busy on their own calls.  He stated if the City were to have an unfortunate incident with an injury the Department of Labor and Industries would be investigating.
Mayor Lemon stated there were a number of firefighters at the trailer fire on 1st Avenue because we have automatic aid and mutual aid in place.

Mr. Martin stated the aid we have is very useful but sometimes other agencies are not available.  He stated we have a great fire department, but the results of the study may show ways to do things differently and they hope the City Council will support moving in that direction.  He stated the department looks forward to working with the Council on this issue.

Appreciation – Police Department.  Jack Galloway stated he appreciates the Police Department’s efforts against boom cars.

Mayor Lemon stated the Police Chief says we are actively enforcing boom cars, the persons are receiving warnings now, but he expects citations in the future.

The Police Chief informed warnings are being given when the violation does not occur in the officer’s presence.

Water Department.  Mr. Galloway also thanked the water department, saying they do a great job taking care of things in his neighborhood.

He also encouraged the Council not to make cuts in the Police Department.  He stated the citizens do not want to lose police and if the Council has to find a way to generate more revenue he believes everybody will step up and support it.
Library.  Fred Thomson stated due to cuts the library is no longer open in the evenings.

Mayor Lemon informed the library is part of the Yakima Regional Library system and, with the exception of Union Gap, their funding comes from property taxes.  He stated their hours have changed, but they have not had budget cuts.  He stated they do not have the broken evening hours anymore so they are closing earlier and the librarian likes the new hours.

There were no additions to the June 28, 2010 agenda.

Mayor Lemon informed the following reports are in the packet and questioned if the Council has any questions of the departments:  Building/Mechanical & Plumbing Reports – April & May 2010; Tourism Promoter Status Report – May 2010; Public Works Department Communications.
Development Coordinator.  Mayor Lemon introduced David Spurlock, the new Development Coordinator.  He then informed Mark Reynolds went back to his job at Department of Transportation because he felt this position was overwhelming especially with building inspections and code enforcement.

Dave Spurlock thanked the Mayor for this opportunity.  He informed he grew up here, attended college in Arizona, worked for Kittitas County and Yakima County as a development engineer, and a private non-profit organization doing land use.

Funding Sources.  Council Member Olson thanked the Public Works Director for the information regarding funding sources in the packet.
Search & Rescue.  The City Clerk informed Yakima County Search and Rescue called to thank the Mayor, Fire Chief, and Parks Foreman for their assistance Saturday.

At 8:08 p.m., Mayor Lemon adjourned the Regular Council meeting. 




These minutes dated June 14, 2010 were approved at the Regular Council Meeting of June 28, 2010.
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Jim Lemon






Mayor

ATTEST:
___________________________________
Kathryn Thompson, CMC
City Clerk

